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. VI World Congress of Psychiatry
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA
August 28—September 3, 1977

The World Psychiatric Association (WPA) will hold its VI World Congress in Honolulu, Hawaii,

from August 28 to September 3, 1977. The Host Society is the American Psychiatric Association

(APA). The first World Congress was held in Paris, in 1950; the second, in Zurich, in 1957 ; the

third, in Montreal, in 1961 ; the fourth, in Madrid, in 1966; and the fifth in Mexico City, in 1971.

The World Psychiatric Association was founded in 1961, having grown out of the Society for the

Holding of World Congresses of Psychiatry. Its first president was the late Ewen Cameron. Officers

included Francis J. Braceland, Henri Ey, Juan J. Lépez Ibor, William Sargant, and Paul Sivadon.

The aim of the WPA was to form an Association of National Societies of Psychiatry. Then, as

now, it was hoped to include eventually all such societies in every country of the world, without

political or other distinction.

The Association now comprises 77 international member socicties, representing more than 60, 000

psychiatrists. The official languages of the WPA are English, French, German, and Spanish.

The purpose of the WPA, as defined in its statutes is “to advance international co-operation in the

field of psychiatry by co-ordinating on a world-wide basis the activities of its member Associations

and in other ways promote activities designed to lead to increased knowledge in the ficld of mental

illness and better care for the mentally ill.”

Of particular significance in fulfilling the purpose of the WPA is the international exchange of

information with respect to the problems of mental illness. With the cooperation of the Host So-

ciety, the American Psychiatric Association, the World Psychiatric Association will emphasize at

the VI World Congress of Psychiatry the following objectives:

1. Encourage international relations, productive communication, and social and cultural exchange
among scientists ;

2. Promote increased knowledge, understanding, and concern for the nature and scope of mental
illness throughout the world;

3. Stimulate improvement in the availability and quality of intervention and care, particularly by
identifying goals clearly and examining innovative ways of delivering optimum services;

4. Review and exchange information about recent research and clinical experiences on an inter-
national level.

An invitation to participate in the VI World Congress of Psychiatry is extended to professionals

who are interested in any aspect of mental illness. The official languages of the Congress are

English, French, German, and Spanish.
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